LAS  CASES,   ANTOMMA-RCHI,   ETC.
memorable events of the last twenty years, a part of which was even written from the dictation of Napoleon himself"; in other words, Napoleon, who is the author of the Letters, has access to manuscripts dictated by himself. "When the Due d'Enghien had arrived at Strasburg, he wrote a letter to Napoleon, in which he stated 'that his rights to the crown were very distant; that for a length of time his family had lost their claims: and promised, if pardon was granted to him, to discover everything he knew of the plot of enemies of France, and to serve the First Consul faithfully/ This letter was not presented by Talleyrand to Napoleon until it was too late. The young prince was no more." The author goes on to say that in the manuscript, which he had been privileged to see, Napoleon states that" perhaps, if this letter had been presented in time, the political advantages which would have accrued from his declarations and his services would have decided the First Consul to pardon him." This extract is interesting as containing the only portion of the text of this remarkable document which has been preserved. Rumors of this precious letter appear to have been cautiously spread about Longwood, and to have excited the curiosity of that portion of the household which had not been admitted to the confidence of Las Cases. O'Meara appears especially to have distinguished himself by a pertinacious spirit of investigation. In January, 1817, he represents himself as asking the Emperor questions with regard to it. " I now asked if it were true that Talleyrand had retained a letter from th,e Due d'Enghien to him until two days after the Duke's execution? Napoleon's reply was: ' It is true; the Duke had written a
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